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4/8/07 – SC/TZ – Easter
Title: ......they were first called Christians at Antioch

· Pray

· Big Picture

Acts 11:1-18 (40-45AD)

· summarize acts history

· remind of first gentile conversion and peter convincing Jerusalem - HOLY SPIRIT is distinguishing factor
· Vs 1-18 – after Cornelius and his family are baptized Peter remains in Caesarea a few days to teach the new believers. 

· Meanwhile, word has gotten back to Jerusalem that Gentiles had become believers

· When Peter arrives back at Jerusalem he catches flack…..not only does he catch flack for sharing the gospel w/ the Gentiles, he seems to catch just as much flack for eating w/ them

· Look, if you are going to tell them about Jesus…….maybe.  But eat w/ them? Get real

· Take it up w/ the Spirit……the Holy Spirit told me that no one was to be considered unclean and unqualified for the cross of Christ

· The same Spirit that came on us came on them – God’s stamp of approval has been given to both Jews and Gentiles

· Vs18 – a positive reaction – convinced and silenced
Meanwhile, back at the ranch…………….

19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.

· Antioch of Syria – 300 miles north of Jerusalem
· Antioch on the Orontes (i.e. the Orontes River, along which it was located), or Antioch of Syria (or Syrian Antioch), to distinguish it from, for example, Pisidian Antioch which was located to the north in what is today Turkey.
· 3rd largest city of the Roman Empire behind only Rome and Alexandria

· Approx 70,000 Jews at the time

· Art and literature culture

· Pleasure park of Daphne, Temple of Apollo – prostitution
· some a bit more reluctant to include all - a few had the courage to break the curve

· In addition to Jerusalem, Antioch played a critical role in the early life of the church 
· After Stephen was stoned, many disciples fled to Antioch in order to escape persecution
· Later the church in Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey

· Paul began and ended his second missionary journey in Antioch.
· He started his third missionary journey from the city as well
22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.

Barnabas

What do we know about him again?
Acts 4:36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.
· From Cyprus – knew the Greek language

· He had extended fellowship to a new young Christian named Paul when no one else dared to do so

· Name means Son of Encouragement

· Arrives at Antioch and begins to live up to the meaning of his name and name of the savior whom he represents
· Rejoiced

· Encouraged

· Good man

· Full of the Holy Spirit

· Full of faith

· Considerable numbers were brought to the Lord

· Church – we cannot have enough Barnabases

· The world cannot have enough Barnabases

· Once again, this text ask me to ask myself……..I am dragging down the church or encouraging it through growth?

· It’s a healthy question we must ask of ourself on a regular basis

· The Spirit gives many gifts……..but the gift of being a discourager is NOT one of them

· My Tombstone

· Good man

· Full of the Holy Spirit

· Full of Faith
25 And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

-Paul back on the scene – when did we last see Paul?
Acts 9:26 
When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30When the brothers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
· Barnabas – in a very unselfish way, carrying more about the kingdom than being THE MAN in Antioch, reaches out for a new Christian name Paul to get involved w/ the ministry at Antioch and church history would never be the same again. 

· Antioch and Paul would become very acquainted w/ each other over the next 15 or so years……..

· Antioch would serve as almost a 2nd home, a launching pad, a center of “Christian missions dispatch” for the remainder of Paul’s free life

· Luke will have more to say about that later………
26 - ….and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Christian – only mentioned 2 other times

· Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?"

· 1 Peter 4:16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.

· Christian (NOUN): One who professes belief in Jesus as Christ or follows the religion based on the life and teachings of Jesus. One who lives according to the teachings of Jesus.

· Christ-loyalists

· Christ-followers

Up until this point………

· Believers

· Disciples

· Followers

· The Way

Christian
· Wow – carries a lot of responsibility

· A reason to not to hang your head because you worship and follow the one who hung for you

· Christian – One who is OF Christ, IN CHIRST

· Christian – what does the world think of when they hear this name?

· Have bad things been done in the name of Christ? – YES

· Have good things been done in the name of Christ? – YES

· Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors for the name of Christ – an ambassador represents his home country in a foreign land

· Peter says “this world is not my home – we are aliens and strangers” representing God on the way through

· Many disciples have taken on the name of their leader……Christianity, it cannot stop short at a name change……if must be a life-style change

· Side note……notice the plural – the disciples were first called Christians – plural – 

· The earliest Christians did not try to survive on their own

· The earliest Christians clung to each other – Christians that tried to make it on their own (Jesus YES, church NO) did not survive……..and neither will they survive today

I just wanna be a Christian
· Churches of Christ…….as w/ all good heritages we have things to be proud of and things to learn from
· One statement echoed throughout the early Christian restoration movement in North America:

· We don’t claim to be the ONLY Christians, we claim to be Christians ONLY

· I don’t want to be a Church of Christ Christian in a denomination sense
· I don’t want to be a Baptist Christian

· I don’t want to be a Methodist Christian

· I don’t want to be a………..fill in the blank

· I just want to be a Christian

· Why?  That’s what God wants – he wants no other baggage tied to his name

· There is no other name under heaven in which we must be saved…….including any additional names tacked on to our “Christian name”
· We have a brand new Christian ministering to the lost behind prison bars

· As Nicky is finding out quickly and we are hearing in their letters……….they are desperate for hope.  Desperate for a savior

· I just want to share the hope of Christ Jesus my Lord

· I just want to be a Christian

· God forgive us if we tack on anything to the saving power of the empty tomb other than the name of Christ

John 12:31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 
; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
27 Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. 29 And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 30 And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.
· Claudius – Roman Emperor - 41-54AD

· Faith builder – Josephus (early Jewish historian hired by the Romans to capture the history of the day) mentions the drought hitting Palestine around 45-47AD

· Generous giving continued to be a mark of the earliest believers

· When Christ is LORD of your live, he is LORD of everything

· You see, not all Christians are called to give equal amounts, they are called to equal sacrifice

· The church in Antioch gives financially to take care of Jerusalem
· Notice, the money was sent to the elders

· During many immature reactions over the years I have probably swung from one end to the other w/ my view of elders and church finances 

· The truth is, as we have seen earlier in Acts, the shepherds are called to prayer and ministry of the word………

· Daily church finance balancing was likely not a role the earliest church leaders took on

· On the other hand, there are several examples like this one mentioned in Acts 11 where the elders were involved and should continue to be involved w/ the final accountability of money entrusted to their leadership to do kingdom work

Conclusion

· Satan’s attack through the stoning of Stephen at the end of Acts 7 is still being used to further the spread of the gospel both north and west

· The early church, no different than us, struggled w/ reaching out to seekers from other cultures and backgrounds

· No different than us, the early church growth was triggered by a few key individuals who had the courage to allow God to use their life, their hands, their lips, their encouragement to “grow the church”

· No different than us, the earliest believers were labeled as “Christians”…..as ones who held on to the teachings of Christ, as ones who led changed lives……..lives that sometimes appeared as foolishness to the non-believers

· The earliest Christians took very seriously to represent his name and do good things in the name of Christ…

· So should we
Misc Scratch Notes

------------------------

1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue with him, 3 saying, ``You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them." 4 But Peter began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence, saying, 5 ``I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object coming down like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it came right down to me, 6 and when I had fixed my gaze on it and was observing it I saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and the crawling creatures and the birds of the air. 7 ``I also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' 8 ``But I said, `By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' 9 ``But a voice from heaven answered a second time, `What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.' 10 ``This happened three times, and everything was drawn back up into the sky. 11 ``And behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house in which we were staying, having been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 ``The Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we entered the man's house. 13 ``And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, and saying, `Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; 14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.' 15 ``And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning. 16 ``And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, `John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 ``Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?" 18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, ``Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."

The Church at Antioch

19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. 25 And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

27 Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. 29 And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 30 And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders. day' (not 'until the fourth day').
Paul Opposes Peter 

 11When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

Acts 6:5

This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.

Acts 6:4-6 (in Context) Acts 6 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 11:19

[ The Church in Antioch ] Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.

Acts 11:18-20 (in Context) Acts 11 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 11:20

Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.

Acts 11:19-21 (in Context) Acts 11 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 11:22

News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

Acts 11:21-23 (in Context) Acts 11 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 11:26

and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

Acts 11:25-27 (in Context) Acts 11 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 11:27

During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.

Acts 11:26-28 (in Context) Acts 11 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 13:1

[ Barnabas and Saul Sent Off ] In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.

Acts 13:1-3 (in Context) Acts 13 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 13:13

[ In Pisidian Antioch ] From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.

Acts 13:12-14 (in Context) Acts 13 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 13:14

From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down.

Acts 13:13-15 (in Context) Acts 13 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 14:19

Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.

Acts 14:18-20 (in Context) Acts 14 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 14:21

[ The Return to Antioch in Syria ] They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch,

Acts 14:20-22 (in Context) Acts 14 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 14:26

From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed.

Acts 14:25-27 (in Context) Acts 14 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 15:1

[ The Council at Jerusalem ] Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved."

Acts 15:1-3 (in Context) Acts 15 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 15:22

[ The Council's Letter to Gentile Believers ] Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders among the brothers.

Acts 15:21-23 (in Context) Acts 15 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 15:23

With them they sent the following letter: The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings.

Acts 15:22-24 (in Context) Acts 15 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 15:30

The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter.

Acts 15:29-31 (in Context) Acts 15 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 15:35

But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.

Acts 15:34-36 (in Context) Acts 15 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 18:22

When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch.

Acts 18:21-23 (in Context) Acts 18 (Whole Chapter) 

Acts 18:23

After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

Acts 18:22-24 (in Context) Acts 18 (Whole Chapter) 

Galatians 2:11

[ Paul Opposes Peter ] When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.

Galatians 2:10-12 (in Context) Galatians 2 (Whole Chapter) 

2 Timothy 3:11

persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.

2 Timothy 3:10-12 (in Context) 2 Timothy 3 (Whole Chapter)
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